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Stream Report

STREAM:  Cedar Creek Trib A


SUBBASIN:  Upper Nehalem River

DATES:   January 31, 2005

SURVEY CREW:  Todd Boswell, Ben Walczak

REPORT PREPARED BY:  Todd Boswell

GENE CONSERVATION GROUP:
1-NC

UTM COORDINATES:
Start – 0488060 E & 5089832 N





End – 0488198 E & 5090138 N

USGS MAPS:  Pittsburg Quad

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:


The Cedar Creek Trib A winter habitat survey begins at its confluence with the Cedar Creek and extends 295 meters.  One reach was designated based on: Channel morphology, gradient, and significant tributary junctions.  In reach 1, rapids (35%) and dammed/beaver pools (34%) dominated the habitat, while sand (40%) and silt/organics (37%) were the dominant substrate types.  Once the beaver activity reduces rapids were the dominant habitat type. 

The survey starts with a steep gradient bedrock step followed by a culvert with a .45-meter step that appears to impede fish passage.  Above the road there is beaver activity where several dams are present creating shallow but nice rearing pools.  The pools have fair cover, while the riparian consists of mostly alders.  Above the beaver activity the stream becomes mostly rapids with cobble; little gravel conducive for spawning.  Survey ended at tributary junction and mostly due to lack of flow and habitat for coho.  This stream has almost no coho spawning habitat, but appears to have good rearing habitat for the juvenile salmonids hatched in gravel beds in nearby Cedar Creek.

REACH DESCRIPTIONS:

REACH 1:


Length – 295 meters.  The channel is constrained by hill slopes in a moderately narrow valley.  The average valley width index is 1.5.  Land use for the reach is forest land, with mixed secondary timber.  The average unit gradient is 5.5%.  The channel characteristics include: primary 295m and secondary 10m.  No pools were greater than 1 meter deep.  There was a small of LWD with 1 log greater or equal to 10m x .6m, which averages to 0.3 key pieces per 100m.  The vegetation is based on 1 riparian transect.  The trees found most frequently in the riparian zone were deciduous 30 – 50cm dbh.

Reach 1 begins with a bedrock step into an impassable culvert then to several small beaver ponds.  Beaver ponds are large but, not deep.  Stream appears to have mostly rearing habitat mostly due to the beaver activity turning this moderate gradient reach (Avg 5.5% gradient) into some decent juvenile salmonid rearing.

This reach has fair LWD project potential and access for industrial equipment is fair compared to Cedar Creek, which has better access below.  However, it was not recommended for LWD placement due to the narrow valley width.  There may still be some project potential if a larger project is conducted lower on Cedar creek.  There is good riparian project potential with a riparian zone dominated by alders and a lack of LWD recruitment.  So, a planting project is necessary. 

