


Upper Nehalem Habitat Assessment






Stream Report

STREAM:  Trib A of Unnamed Trib (Below Deep Creek) 
SUBBASIN:  Upper Nehalem  

BASIN:  Nehalem River
DATES:   March 18, 2006
SURVEY CREW:  Scott Kirby, Zach Forester
REPORT PREPARED BY:  Scott Kirby
GENE CONSERVATION GROUP:
1-NC

UTM COORDINATES:
Start – 0472704 E & 5090209 N





End – 0472246 E & 5089799 N

USGS MAPS:  Birkenfeld Quad
GENERAL DESCRIPTION:


This Trib A winter habitat survey begins at its confluence with the Unnamed Trib below Deep Creek and extends 804 meters. One reach was designated based on: channel morphology and gradient. In reach 1, riffles (55%) and dammed backwaters and pools (36%) were the dominant habitat types, while silt/organic (72%) and sand (18%) were the dominant substrate types.  The survey begins at the confluence of Trib A and the unnamed trib and proceeds up through a narrow valley with steep walls. The entire survey is a moderate gradient reach with a very silty substrate, lacking adult spawning habitat. There are two beaver dams in the reach. The survey ends at a series of steps over bedrock composed mainly of mudstone.
REACH DESCRIPTIONS:

REACH 1:


Length – 802 meters.  The channel is constrained by hill slopes in a narrow valley.  The average valley width index is 1.8.  Land use for the reach is primarily timber harvest with secondary being mature timber. The average unit gradient is 2.6%.  The channel characteristics include: primary 802m and no secondary.  There were no pools greater than 1 meter deep. There were no logs greater or equal to 12m x .6m.  The vegetation is based on 1 riparian transect.  The trees found most frequently in the riparian zone were conifers 15-30 cm dbh.  The average shade cover (% of 180) for this reach is 81%.

The survey starts from the mouth as a 1.2 meter step over rock. It then continues up through recently harvested timberland on stream left, and some mature timber standing on private property on stream right. The reach does not contain any adult spawning habitat, and juvenile access is limited due to the high step at the beginning of the creek.
Restoration projects are limited on this reach, due to poor juvenile access and no adult spawning habitat present. Some LWD placement projects would add some much needed large wood to the stream, and help create some deep pools. Access for industrial equipment is decent, with a private road leading to the mouth and an old road running the length of the reach on stream right.
