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GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

The Gilmore Creek Trib A winter habitat survey begins at its confluence with Gilmore Creek and extends 1,475 meters.  Two reaches were designated based on: Valley width and channel morphology.  The dominant habitat and substrate types are summarized below:

In reach 1, scour pools (32%), riffles (28%) and dammed and backwater pools (27%) were the dominant habitat types, while silt/organics (42%), sand (31%), and gravel (25%) were the dominant the substrate types.  In reach 2, dammed and backwater pools (86%) dominated the habitat, while silt/organics (66%) and sand (23%) were the dominant the substrate types
In summary, dammed and backwater pools (74%) dominated the habitat for all reaches combined.  The overall substrate types were distributed between silt/organics (53%) and sand (28%).  Reach 1 was the only spawning reach for this survey. 

The survey began at the confluence of Gilmore Creek Trib A with Gilmore Creek on state owned lands, just above a wildlife refuge.  Reach 1 contains some good pockets of spawning gravel, and there is an abundance of in-stream LWD and pools.  Overall, this reach contains a lot of good habitat.  Reach 1 ends at a change in the VWI
Reach 2 begins as the VWI becomes < 2 due to an abundance of beaver activity, just below the Clatsop State Forest Boundary.  There was a great quantity of LWD, but the reach consisted mostly of beaver dam and pool sequences.  Reach 2 contained nearly no gravel.  The survey ended as the gradient dramatically increased, and there was a reduction in stream flow.
REACH DESCRIPTIONS:

REACH 1:

Length – 530 meters.  The channel is constrained by terraces in a broad valley.  The average valley width index is 5.0.  Land use for the reach is second growth timber, with some large trees as well among the riparian.  The average unit gradient is 1.8%.  The channel characteristics include: primary 530m and secondary 37m.  There were 4 pools greater than 1 meter deep, which averages to 7.6 deep pools per 1 km.  There was a good amount of LWD with 17 logs greater or equal to 10m x .6m, which averages to 3.7 key pieces per 100m.  The vegetation is based on 3 riparian transects.  The vegetation found most frequently in the riparian zone were deciduous trees 15 – 30cm dbh, and some mixed deciduous and conifers 30 – 50cm dbh.  The average shade cover (% of 180) for the reach is 74%.
Reach 1 begins at the Gilmore Creek Trib A and the Gilmore Creek confluence.  Many coho fry and smolt were observed in nearly every pool throughout the reach.  The only thing that this reach seemed to lack was an abundance of off-channel habitat.  There was one alcove, although it looked to be quite stagnant, and have some water quality issues such as algae.  In addition, there were hundreds of rough skinned newts observed in reach 1.
This reach has poor LWD project potential, as an abundance of in-stream LWD is already present.  Access for industrial equipment is also poor.  Moreover, the reach already has good riparian shade, therefore, a planting project is not needed.
REACH 2:

Length – 945 meters.  The channel is unconstrained, single channel, with a wide active floodplain in a broad valley.  The average valley width index is 1.2.  Land use for the reach is second growth timber.  The average unit gradient is 3.8%.  The channel characteristics include: primary 945m and secondary 9m.  There were 6 pools greater than 1 meter deep, which averages to 6.4 deep pools per 1 km.  There was a large amount of LWD with 54 logs greater or equal to 10m x .6m, which averages to 5.7 key pieces per 100m.  The vegetation is based on 1 riparian transect.  The vegetation found most frequently in the riparian zone were deciduous trees 15 – 30cm dbh, and some mixed deciduous and conifers 35 – 50cm dbh.  The average shade cover (% of 180) for the reach is 81%.
Reach 2 begins at a change in VWI (< 2), as a result of beaver activity.  Reach 2 is simply dominated by active beaver dams and pools that stretch on for quite some distance.  In addition, this reach includes an abundance of wood, and contained a number of log jams as well, most of which seemed to be due to past logging activity.  No fry were observed in the last half of the reach.
Reach 2 has poor LWD project potential, since an abundance of LWD already exists in-stream.  Access for industrial equipment is also poor.  Moreover, the reach already has good riparian shade, therefore, a planting project is not needed.
