


Upper Nehalem Habitat Assessment






Stream Report

STREAM:  Cedar Creek (Alder Creek Trib)


SUBBASIN:  Humbug Creek  

BASIN:  Upper Nehalem 

DATES:   February 23, 2006
SURVEY CREW:  Mark McLaughlin, Scott Kirby

REPORT PREPARED BY:  Scott Kirby
GENE CONSERVATION GROUP:
1-NC

UTM COORDINATES:
Start – 0453226 E & 5081687 N





End – 0453286 E & 5082028 N

USGS MAPS:  

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:


The Cedar Creek winter habitat survey begins at its confluence with Alder Creek and extends 513 meters.  One reach was designated based on: channel morphology and gradient.

Reach 1

In reach 1 damned and backwater pools (84%) and riffles (10%) were the dominant habitat types, while silt/organic material (90%) is the dominant substrate type.  The survey begins at the confluence Cedar Creek and Alder Creek, just above Donald Crawford’s property. Not far above the mouth the stream becomes dominated by beaver activity, with a series of old beaver dams. There is no adult spawning habitat in the reach, and rearing habitat consisting of beaver ponds.
REACH DESCRIPTIONS:

REACH 1:


Length – 513 meters.  The channel is constrained by hill slopes in a narrow valley.  The average valley width index is 1.  Land use for the reach is young timber. The average unit gradient is 1.5%.  The channel characteristics include: primary 513m and secondary 23m.  There were five pools greater than 1 meter deep, which averages to 9.3 deep pools per 1 km.  There reach was lacking LWD, with only 1 greater or equal to 12m x .6m, which averages to 0.2 key pieces per 100m.  The vegetation is based on 1 riparian transect.  The trees found most frequently in the riparian zone were conifers 3-15 cm dbh.  The average shade cover (% of 180) for this reach is 56%.

The survey starts from the mouth as a lateral pool, followed by a short glide to a beaver dam. The stream then continues up as a series of beaver dams and pools, with a few riffles at the end of the survey. The survey ends at a 60/40 spilt with a tributary on the right. Beaver activity continues up above the trib junction. 
