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STREAM: East Humbug Creek Trib C
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BASIN: Upper Nehalem

DATES: February 3, 2005
SURVEY CREW: Ben Walczak, Trevor Diemer
REPORT PREPARED BY: Mark McLaughlin
GENE CONSERVATION GROUP:
1-NC

UTM COORDINATES:
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USGS MAPS: Saddle Mountain Quad

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

The East Humbug Creek Trib C winter habitat survey begins at its confluence with East Humbug Creek and extends 757 meters.  One reach was designated based on: valley width and channel morphology.  The dominant habitat and substrate types are summarized below:

In reach 1, rapids (55%) and cascades (28%) were the dominant habitat types, while cobble (38%), gravel (27%), and bedrock (18%) were the dominant the substrate types.  
The survey began at the confluence of East Humbug Creek Trib C with East Humbug Creek on Weyerhaeuser timberland.  This high gradient reach is composed of few pools, and only a small amount of in-stream LWD.  Although there are areas where there are lots of blown down alders located in the stream, they are not large enough to create much stream complexity.  Moreover, there are many areas with scoured to bedrock conditions, and there is only a limited amount of good spawning gravel in this survey.  Overall, the stream offers limited habitat complexity, with no good rearing areas, as well as limited spawning gravel.  Though coho fry were observed until unit #44, just below a series of high gradient cascades.  The survey ended at a tributary junction on the left above the series of cascades, where there is a reduction in flow, as well a lack of pools and habitat suitable for coho.
REACH DESCRIPTIONS:

REACH 1:

Length – 757 meters.  The channel is constrained by hill slopes in a moderate narrow valley.  The average valley width index is 2.4.  Land use for the reach is second growth timber.  The average unit gradient is 6.8%.  The channel characteristics include: primary 757m and secondary 250m.  There were no pools greater than 1 meter deep.  There was a small amount of LWD with 2 logs greater or equal to 10m x .6m, which averages to 0.3 key pieces per 100m.  The vegetation is based on 2 riparian transects.  The vegetation found most frequently in the riparian zone were conifers 15 – 30cm dbh, with shrubs as well.  The average shade cover (% of 180) for the reach is 99%.
This reach has fair LWD project potential, as more large wood could help trap some gravel, as well as help create some deep pools.  However, the limitability of a placement project is the survey’s small valley width index, which is less than 3.  In addition, access for industrial equipment is poor.  There is a poor opportunity for riparian enhancement, as the reach already has good riparian shade and large wood recruitment.  Therefore, a planting project is not needed.
