


Upper Nehalem Habitat Assessment






Stream Report

STREAM: West Humbug Creek Trib C


SUBBASIN:  Humbug Creek  

BASIN:  Upper Nehalem 

DATES:   January 22, 2005

SURVEY CREW:  Todd Boswell

REPORT PREPARED BY:  Todd Boswell

GENE CONSERVATION GROUP:
1-NC

UTM COORDINATES:
Start – 0448488 E & 5085525 N





End – 0448278 E & 5085473 N

USGS MAPS:  Saddle Mt Quad

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:


The Humbug Creek Trib C winter habitat survey begins at its confluence with Humbug Creek and only extends 217 meters.  One reach was designated based on: Channel morphology and gradient.

Reaches 1

In reach 1, riffles (48%) and rapids (43%) were the dominant habitat types, while gravel (33%), cobble (30%), and boulder (18%) were the dominant substrate types.  

This short survey began with a series of rapids with only a few shallow scour pools.  There were a few patches with some decent spawning gravel.  The moderately high gradient (avg. 7%) stays pretty consistent as the valley narrows.  There is a 2m high bedrock step that is a natural fish passage barrier.  It’s unfortunate because above the end point, the valley widens and gravel increases.

REACH DESCRIPTIONS:

REACH 1:


Length – 217 meters.  The channel is constrained by hillslopes in a moderately steep valley.  The average valley width index is 2.2.  Land use for the reach is second growth timber. The average unit gradient is 7.0%.  The channel characteristics include: primary 217m and secondary 4m.  No pools were greater than 1 meter deep.  There was a poor amount of LWD with no logs greater or equal to 10m x .6m.  The vegetation is based on 1 riparian transect.  The trees found most frequently in the riparian zone were mixed deciduous and conifers 15-30 cm dbh.  The average shade cover (% of 180) for this reach is 88%.

The survey starts as a small high gradient tributary with marginal habitat for coho.  There are a few patches of gravel conducive for spawning.  There were only small scour pools due to the lack of LWD.  The survey was short lived due to a natural bedrock falls.

This reach has poor LWD project potential, with poor access for industrial equipment.   There is good opportunity for riparian enhancement with mostly deciduous trees dominating the riparian zone.  There may be a riparian enhancement project potential, but only if a larger restoration project underway on the West Humbug survey. 

