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Stream Report

STREAM: George Creek


SITE ID#:  25965    

SUBBASIN:  Nehalem River

DATES:  February 3, 2003

SURVEY CREW:  Todd Boswell, Ben Walczak

REPORT PREPARED BY:  Todd Boswell

GENE CONSERVATION GROUP:
1-NC

UTM COORDINATES:
Start – 5076770 N & 045060 E





End – 5076710 N & 0452340 E

USGS MAPS:  Elsie

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:


The George Creek winter habitat survey begins at its confluence with the Nehalem River (approx. 1 mile downstream of Humbug Cr/Nehalem R confluence) and extends 792 meters.  One reach was designated based on: Channel morphology, gradient, and significant tributary junctions.  Rapids were the dominant habitat type, while gravel, bedrock, and sand were the dominant substrate types.  This survey was accessed from kayaks from the Nehalem River.  The land has been heavily logged and the small buffer that was left has blown down into the active channel.  The survey was high gradient throughout with poor pool complexity.  It appears the pools were scoured down to bedrock.  The survey ended due to gradient increase and lack of pools.  The stream is about as degraded as they come with heavy blow downs, steep clearcut hillslopes (on both sides), and very little LWD for pool complexity.  

SNORKEL SURVEYS:


No snorkel survey was conducted on this survey.  This is due to the difficult access to the stream and the large amount of blow downs in the active channel.  There is also a lack of pools to snorkel.  Highly unlikely that coho are using this stream in its current condition.  

REACH DESCRIPTIONS:

REACH 1:


Length – 792 meters.  The channel is constrained by hillslopes in a steep valley.  The average valley width index is 1.5.  Land use for the reach is forest land, with clearcut (less than 5 yrs old).  The average unit gradient is 5.0%.  The channel characteristics include: primary 792m & secondary 11m.  No pools were greater than 1 meter deep.  There was a very small amount of LWD with 4 logs greater or equal to 10m x .6m, which averages to 0.5 key pieces per 100m.  The vegetation is based on 1 riparian transect.  No trees were located in the riparian zone due to large clearcuts on both sides of the creek.  The small buffers that were left have blown into the active channel of the stream.  This will add to woody debris in the stream, however, its mostly made up of small alders (15 – 30cm dbh).  This creek was difficult to walk up due to the blow down factor.  No good habitat left in this creek due to logging operations in the past 5 yrs.   
 

