


Lower Nehalem Habitat Assessment






Stream Report

STREAM: Upper Salmonberry River (Headwaters)


SITE ID#:  25955

SUBBASIN:  Salmonberry River

DATES:  February 20, 2003

SURVEY CREW:  Ben Walczak, Trevor Diemer

REPORT PREPARED BY:  Todd Boswell

GENE CONSERVATION GROUP:
1-NC

UTM COORDINATES:
Start – 5065476 N & 0465525 E





End – 5065353 N & 0467159 E

USGS MAPS:  Cochran  

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:


The Upper Salmonberry River winter habitat survey begins at a culvert on Wheeler Pond road and extends 1,921 meters.  One reach was designated based on: Channel morphology, gradient, and significant tributary junctions.  Rapids and scour pools were the dominant habitat types, while gravel and cobble were the dominant substrate types.  There were no signs of coho present in this reach.  This may be due to a barrier below the start of the habitat survey.  The culvert at the start of the habitat survey appears fish passable for adult salmon, but most likely impedes juvenile passage due to a 1.0 meter drop with no plunge pool.  The survey ends at a major tributary on the left.

SNORKEL SURVEYS:


The snorkel survey observed trout.  No juvenile coho (presmolt & fry) were observed.  There was a peak count of 6 trout in 4 pools snorkeled.  

REACH DESCRIPTIONS:

REACH 1:


Length – 1,921 meters.  The channel is constrained by hillslopes in a moderately steep valley.  The average valley width index is 2.4.  Land use for the reach is forest land, with secondary timber.  The average unit gradient is 3.5%.  The channel characteristics include: primary 1,921m and secondary 354m.  4 pools were greater than 1 meter deep, which averages to 2.1 deep pools per 1 km.  There was a small amount of LWD with 26 logs greater or equal to 10m x .6m, which averages to 1.4 key pieces per 100m.  The vegetation is based on 4 riparian transects.  The trees found most frequently in the riparian zone were deciduous 15 – 30 cm dbh.  The habitat surveyors observed no signs of coho presence in this stream but, indicated that the habitat appears suitable for coho.  It is most likely that there is a barrier below the start of the habitat survey.  

