


Lower Nehalem Habitat Assessment






Stream Report 

STREAM:  N.F. Nehalem Mid Trib B  

SITE ID#:  25879.2

SUBBASIN:  North Fork Nehalem River

BASIN:  Nehalem River 

DATES:  February 4, 2002  

SURVEY CREW:  Trevor Diemer, Dave Kuhn  

REPORT PREPARED BY:  Todd Boswell

GENE CONSERVATION GROUP: 1-NC

UTM COORDINATES:
Start- 5076000 N & 0446850 E





End – 5076100 N & 0447290 E

USGS MAPS:  Hamlet

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:


The N.F. Nehalem Mid Trib B winter habitat survey begins at its confluence with the upper N.F. Nehalem River and extends 317 meters.  Two reaches were designated based on channel morphology, gradient, and significant tributary junctions.  In reach 1, riffles were the only habitat type, while gravel, sand, and cobble were the dominant substrate types.  This reach meanders near an animal farm with pastures on both sides.  In reach 2, rapids were the dominant substrate types, while gravel and sand were the dominant substrate types.  This reach enters into forest land and the pastures present in reach 1, are replaced by hillslopes and trees.   Both reaches were very short and it is not likely that the habitat surveyed is suitable for Coho.  The end of the survey is shortly after the gradient increases, which eliminates habitat suitable for Coho.   

  SNORKEL SURVEYS:


There was no snorkel survey conducted in this stream.  

REACH DESCRIPTIONS:

REACH 1:


Length – 127 meters.  The unconstrained single channel is in a broad valley floor.  The average valley index is 3.  Land use for the reach is rural residential and agriculture, with pastures on both sides of the stream.  The average unit gradient is 2.0%.    There was no large woody debris greater or equal to 10m x .6m. No riparian transect was conducted in this reach.  The majority of vegetation was grass with a few mixed deciduous and conifers.  The reach is low flow meandering, but highly unlikely to have Habitat suitable for Coho.

REACH 2:


Length – 190 meters.  The channel is constrained by hillslopes in an open v-shaped narrow valley.  The average valley index is 1.3.  Land use for the reach is forest land, with deciduous trees.  The average unit gradient is 6.3%.  There was no large woody debris greater or equal to 10m x .6m.  The vegetation is based on 1 riparian transect.  The type of trees found most frequently in the riparian zone, consist of deciduous 15 – 30cm dbh and shrubs.  The gradient increases from reach 1 and pool frequency increases, however the reach does not contain habitat suitable for Coho.          

