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Stream Report 

STREAM:  Coon Creek  

SITE ID#:  25841.30  

SUBBASIN:  North Fork Nehalem River

BASIN:  Nehalem River 

DATES:  2/22/02  

SURVEY CREW:  Trevor Diemer, Todd Boswell  

REPORT PREPARED BY:  Todd Boswell

GENE CONSERVATION GROUP: 1-NC

UTM COORDINATES:
Start- 5067100 N & 0432800 E    





End - 5067100 N & 0432418 E

USGS MAPS: Soapstone Lake  

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:


The Coon Creek winter habitat survey begins at its confluence with Coal Creek and extends 386 meters.  Two reaches are designated based on channel morphology, gradient, and land use.  In reach 1, riffles were the dominant habitat type, while gravel was the dominant substrate type.  There was only one scour pool in reach 1, which was directly below the impassable culvert at the end of the reach.  The reach appears to be unusually channelized with no pool complexity.  In reach 2, scour pools and riffles were the dominant habitat type, while gravel, cobble, and sand were the dominant substrate types.  The stream begins to increase in pool complexity, however, it does not appear to have a large enough active channel to support most salmonid populations, except trout.

SNORKEL SURVEYS:


The snorkel survey observed no juvenile Coho in reach 1 and reach 2.  Only resident trout were observed with a peak count of 4 trout in the two pools snorkeled.  The two reaches contained only two significant complex pools, which were both snorkeled.  The culvert on Anderson Road appears to impede fish passage, however, trout were observed above culvert.  The landowner directly downstream of the culvert observed Coho adults below the culvert during fall 2001.  It is expected that these fish fell back after the water level dropped, due to the absence of Coho fry during the winter 2002 survey.

REACH DESCRIPTIONS:

REACH 1:


Length – 258 meters.  The channel is severely constrained by terraces in a broad valley.  The average valley index is 8.0.  Land uses for the reach are rural residential.  The average unit gradient is 2.3%.  The channel characteristics include: primary 258 and  no secondary.  This reach appears to have been artificially channelized with only one significant pool present.  The reach contains no large woody debris greater to or equal to 10m x .6m.  The vegetation is based on 1 riparian transect.  The type of trees found most frequently in the riparian zone consists of deciduous ranging from 15 – 30 cm to 30 – 50 cm dbh.

REACH 2:


Length – 128 meters. The channel is constrained by alternating hillslope/terrace in a broad valley.  The average valley index is 4.0.  Land uses for the reach are rural residential and secondary timber.  The average unit gradient is 7.0%.  The channel characteristics include: primary 128 m and secondary 36 m.  The reach contains two logs greater or equal to 10m x .6m, which averages to1.6 key pieces per 100m.  There was no riparian transect conducted in this reach.  The survey stopped due to a small active channel that is not suitable for Coho habitat.        

