


Lower Nehalem Habitat Assessment






Stream Report

STREAM: Snark Creek


SITE ID#:  25925

SUBBASIN:  Nehalem 

DATES:  December 31, 2003

SURVEY CREW:  Ben Walczak, Josh Bonde 

REPORT PREPARED BY:  Todd Boswell

GENE CONSERVATION GROUP:
1-NC

UTM COORDINATES:
Start – 5065632 N & 0447016 E





End – 5065875 N & 0446930 E

USGS MAPS:  Cook Creek

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:


The Snark Creek winter habitat survey begins at its confluence with the Nehalem river (approx. 5 miles above Nehalem falls) and extends 310 meters.  One reach was designated based on: Channel morphology, gradient, and significant tributary junctions.  Cascades were the dominant habitat types, while cobble and bedrock were the dominant substrate types.  Steep gradient and lack of pools ended survey.  However, the gravel and cobble was very clean.  No LWD present in this stream.  Nice forested area but, steep on both banks eliminating secondary channel potential.  No pools were found to be adequate for snorkel survey.

SNORKEL SURVEYS:


No snorkel survey was conducted in this stream.  It is expected that resident trout are present throughout the habitat survey.  No juvenile coho (presmolt & fry) are believed to be present due to the steep gradient and lack of pools. 

REACH DESCRIPTIONS:

REACH 1:


Length – 310 meters.  The channel is constrained by hillslopes in a moderately steep valley.  The average valley width index is 3.0.  Land use for the reach is forest land, with secondary timber.  The average unit gradient is 8.7%.  The channel characteristics include: primary 310m and no secondary.  No pools were greater than 1 meter deep.  There was no LWD greater or equal to 10m x .6m.  Survey ended due to steep gradient and lack of pools.  This creek is most likely too steep for habitat suitable for coho.  Difficult access for survey; requires kayak to cross Nehalem river.  

